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In the beginning of May 1838, we
embarked from Mandavie, in a Cutch
Kotia, intending to make Pore-bunder,
or whatever part of the Kattiwar coast,
seemed most convenient for our plans.
After a day's buffeting in the Gulf of
Cutch, and wondering no longer at the
distaste and dread, said to have been en-
tertained by the Greek navigators for this
particular part of the world of waters,
our boat made the Island of Bate,* known
to the ancients as Sankha-dhara, the
City of Shells.f This was the first point
of our Indu-classic tour, as Hindoo sa-
cred legends assert, that from this spot,
the serpent (Budda) is said to have escaped
with the books of the Vedas, stolen by
a celestial nymph from the lips of Brahma;
by this graceful allegory of the flight of

* On the opposite shore of the Gulf of Cutch.

f The c< shunk," a large shell, which after being
pierced, is used as a horn, hy Gosaens, all over India,
is procured at Bate, and is an article of extensive^
commerce, even with Calcutta.
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